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THE WILLIAM RAINEY HARPER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Readers of the Biblical World will feel a peculiar interest in the 
movement to commemorate the work and influence of President 
Harper by erecting in the quadrangles of the University of Chicago 
a building to bear his name. The trustees, after consultation with 
representatives of the faculties and the alumni, have designated 
the General Library as the President's memorial, and both by rea- 
son of its importance, its uses, and its favorable location, the pro- 
posed structure promises fitly to commemorate President Harper. 
It will stand on Fifty-ninth Street, looking south over the Midway 
Plaisance, and filling the southern end of the quadrangle between 
the Law School and Haskell Oriental Museum. It will be the 
intellectual heart of the institution, its great Gothic hall constituting 
the main reading-room of the University, and connecting, by bridges 
and corridors on the same level, with all the departmental reading- 
rooms of the humanities departments. It will house the bulk of 
the university library, which now includes more than 420,000 books 
and about 150,000 pamphlets, ranking second among American 
university collections. The proposed building will cover an area of 
80 by 216 feet, and its central tower will rise to a height of 200 feet. 
The structure will thus be, beyond any other yet erected at the 
University, massive and monumental. The cost is estimated at 
$1,250,000, and is to be met by general subscription. 

Already the wide range of President Harper's influence has been 
reflected in the subscriptions that have been offered. The first 
contribution came unsolicited from a workingman living near the 
University. Another was brought in by the University newsboys. 
The president of the Board of Trustees has subscribed $25,000, 
and the trustees' contribution now amounts to $45,000. The em- 
ployees of the University, among whom Dr. Harper had some of 
his warmest admirers, have been prompt to subscribe, in some cases 
with really remarkable generosity. The University faculties, under 
the leadership of Professor J. H. Tufts and others are making 
what promises to be a notable contribution to the movememt The 
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university alumni have taken up the matter with especial vigor. 
Dr. Harper's students, too, have felt that they must be represented 
in this enterprise, and have undertaken to reach everyone who studied 
under the late President — whether at Granville, Morgan Park, 
Cfiautauqua, New Haven, Chicago, or in summer schools — with 
an invitation to make this the occasion for fresh acknowledgment 
of the extraordinary attraction and stimulus which Dr. Harper by 
his enthusiasm, his skill as a teacher, his learning, and above all 
by his kindly, winning, and noble personality, everywhere exercised. 
They have proposed to secure from 500 of his students memorial 
pledges of some amount, preferably $50 each, to be paid to the 
treasurer of the University in semiannual instalments, beginning 
July 1, 1906. Their letter is signed by fifteen men, representing 
all the periods of his teaching. 

Thus the general public, the University alumni, the President's 
students, and his colleagues in the work of the University are already 
uniting in this memorial. Readers of this journal, the first of Dr. 
Harper's enduring foundations, who may desire to participate in 
the movement, will find subscription blanks among the advertising 
pages at the beginning of this number. Pledges should be addressed 
to the Secretary of the Board of Trustees, the University of Chicago. 
Students of Dr. Harper, especially those who may not be reached by 
the students' committee, are invited to write for student pledge-blanks, 
as separate account is to be kept of the students' subscription. 



